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Sally On The Steps
A protest performance art piece at the Jefferson Memorial to acknowledge 
Sally Hemings and the lack of representation of women’s sexual trials in 
American History.



Source: “Sally in Front of the Jefferson Memorial.”



The Leadership Scholars Certificate Program is a two-year selective, interdisciplinary certificate program that prepares Rutgers 
undergraduate women to be informed, innovative, and socially responsible leaders.

 Leadership Scholars design and implement social action projects to expand their understanding of issues and problems and to 
develop leadership skills.

This project gives Scholars the opportunity to apply the theoretical knowledge they have gained about leadership, advocacy, and 
social change with the practical and experiential knowledge they have developed about a particular policy issue or problem 
through the field site placement. It also further develops leadership skills by giving undergraduates the opportunity to practice 
leadership through action.  

To find out more please visit the Institute for Women’s Leadership’s website at http://iwl.rutgers.edu.



Sally On The Steps
Sally Hemings stands here to disrupt your view of the Jefferson Memorial.   

In 1787, forty four-year old Thomas Jefferson chose fourteen-year old Sally Hemings, his slave, for a sexual relationship.  First 
pregnant as a teenager, Sally ultimately bore Jefferson six children, four of whom lived to adulthood.  Over the course of his 
political career, Jefferson took Sally Hemings to Paris and enjoyed her in Virginia, but never brought her to Washington D.C., 
where he and his powerful white male counterparts crafted our perception of American ideals.  Jefferson’s eventual death in 
1826 resulted in the sale of over 130 slaves to repay his debts. However, after years of negotiating for herself and her children 
before Jefferson's death, Sally earned legitimate freedom for her children in his will and unofficial freedom for herself.
 
Was there love in the relationship? Was it rape?  Are these even relevant questions when slavery was the law of the land?

I am here today to proudly support Miss Sally Hemings and all women whose sexual trials are disregarded in American history.



Source: “Sally Cut Out of Foam”
Source: “Sally Half Painted.”
Source: “Sally Head Painted”



Source: “Sally by the Door” Source: “Standing with Sally by the Door.”



Source: “Sally in Front of the 
Declaration of Independence Small.”



Source: “Sally in Front of the 
Declaration of Independence Large.”



Source: “Sally in Front of Monticello Horizontal.”



Source: “Sally in Front of Monticello Vertical.”



Source: “Sally in Front of the Jefferson Memorial.”
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Source: Book Cover Image. Gordon-Reed, Annette. Source: Book Cover Image. Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker.



Source: “Sitting on the Steps of Monticello.” Source: “Standing with Jefferson at Monticello”



Source: Photographs by Gabriella Demczuk



Source: “Dependencies”



Source: Image by Kara Walker.



Source: Image by K L Ricks



Priviledge



Performance Theory 



Gallbladder   Attack
Source: Image of “Gallbladder Attack Symptom #8: Dizziness”



March 30th - March 31st, 2019

Source: “Sally in Front of the Jefferson Memorial.”



Impact



March 30th - March 31st, 2019

Source: “Sally in Front of the Jefferson Memorial.”



Works Cited Images:
Alt, Elizabeth. “Sally by the Door.” September 17, 2018. JPEG File.
Alt, Elizabeth. “Sally Cut Out of Foam.” September 15, 2018. JPEG File.
Alt, Elizabeth. “Sally Half Painted.” September 15, 2018. JPEG File.
Alt, Elizabeth. “Sally Head Painted.” September 15, 2018. JPEG File.
Alt, Elizabeth. “Sally in Front of Monticello Horizontal.” September 20, 2018. JPEG File.
Alt, Elizabeth. “Sally in Front of Monticello Vertical.” September 20, 2018. JPEG File.
Alt, Elizabeth. “Sally in Front of the Declaration of Independence Large.” September 20, 2018. 

JPEG File.
Alt, Elizabeth. “Sally in Front of the Declaration of Independence Small.” September 20, 2018. 

JPEG File.
Alt, Elizabeth. “Sally in Front of the Jefferson Memorial.” September 20, 2018. JPEG File.
Alt, Elizabeth. “Sitting on the Steps of Monticello.” May 26, 2018. JPEG File.
Alt, Elizabeth. “Standing with Sally by the Door.” September 17, 2018. JPEG File.
Alt, Elizabeth. “Standing with Jefferson at Monticello.” May 26, 2018. JPEG File.
Book Cover Image. Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker. Jefferson's Sons: A Founding Father's Secret 

Children. Puffin Books, 2013. https://www.amazon.com/Jeffersons-Sons-Founding- 
Fathers- Children-ebook/dp/B004RKXHTU. 

Book Cover Image. Gordon-Reed, Annette. The Hemingses of Monticello: An American Family. 
W.W. Norton, 2009.  https://www.amazon.com/Hemingses-Monticello-American- 
Family/dp/0393337766.

“Dependencies.” The New Black, by Evie Shockley, Wesleyan University Press, 2012, pp. 23–26.



Works Cited Images:
Fischer, Tony. “Jefferson's Monticello (Pond Reflection).” Flickr, Flickr, 21 Aug. 2008, accessed 

20 Sept. 2018, www.flickr.com/photos/tonythemisfit/2808122002.

Image by Kara Walker.  Reid-Pharr, Robert F. Kara Walker: Pictures from Another Time. Art by 
Kara Walker, Distributed Art Publishers, 2003. https://www.amazon.com/Kara-Walker-Pictures-Another-Time/dp/1891024507

Image by K L Ricks.  Gordon-Reed, Annette. “Sally Hemings Takes Center Stage.” The New 

York Times, The New York Times, 16 June 2018, www.nytimes.com/2018/ 

06/15/opinion/sally-hemings-monticello-thomas-jefferson.html.

Image of “Gallbladder Attack Symptom #8: Dizziness.” Sim, Jolene. “Gallbladder: 10 

Symptoms of a Gallbladder Attack.” Gallbladder: 10 Symptoms of a Gallbladder Attack, 10FAQ, 22 July 2018, 

10faq.com/health/gallbladder-attack-symptoms/8/.

Jefferson, Thomas. “File:US Declaration of Independence.svg.” Wikimedia Commons, 
Wikimedia Commons, 6 Feb. 2016, accessed 20 Sept. 2018, commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:US_Declaration_of_Independence.svg.

Photographs by Gabriella Demczuk. Stockman, Farah. “Monticello Is Done Avoiding Jefferson's 

Relationship With Sally Hemings.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 16 June 2018, 

www.nytimes.com/2018/06/16/us/sally-hemings-exhibit-monticello.html? nytapp=true&smid=nytcore-ios-share

Thomas, Mark. “Jefferson Memorial Washington DC Statue.” Pixabay, Pixabay, 15 Apr. 2017, 
accessed 20 Sept. 2018, pixabay.com/en/jefferson-memorial-washington-dc-2225759/.

Yerevanci . “File:Monticello 2013 (Crop).JPG.” Wikimedia Commons, Wikimedia Commons, 26 
Nov. 2016, accessed 20 Sept. 2018, 
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Monticello_2013_(crop).JPG.



Works Consulted Sources:

The Art Story. “Kara Walker Overview and Analysis.” The Art Story, The Art Story Foundation, 
2018, www.theartstory.org/artist-walker-kara.htm.

Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker. Jefferson's Sons: A Founding Father's Secret Children. Puffin 
Books, 2013.

“Dependencies.” The New Black, by Evie Shockley, Wesleyan University Press, 2012, pp. 23–26.

Gordon-Reed, Annette. The Hemingses of Monticello: An American Family. W.W. Norton, 2009.

Stockman, Farah. “Monticello Is Done Avoiding Jefferson's Relationship With Sally Hemings.” 
The New York Times, The New York Times, 16 June 2018, www.nytimes.com/2018/06/ 16/us/ 
sally-hemings-exhibit-monticello.html?nytapp=true&smid=nytcore-ios-share.


