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The Leadership Scholars Certificate Program is a two-year selective, interdisciplinary certificate 
program that prepares Rutgers undergraduate women to be informed, innovative, and socially 
responsible leaders.

Leadership Scholars design and implement social action projects to expand their understanding of 
issues and problems and to develop leadership skills.

This project gives Scholars the opportunity to apply the theoretical knowledge they have gained about 
leadership, advocacy, and social change with the practical and experiential knowledge they have 
developed about a particular policy issue or problem through the field site placement. It also further 
develops leadership skills by giving
undergraduates the opportunity to practice leadership through action.

To find out more please visit the Institute for Women’s Leadership’s website at http://iwl.rutgers.edu.



EVERYTHING I AM WEARING HAS 
COME FROM AN ETHICAL SOURCE* 
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FAST FASHION



THE HISTORY OF FAST FASHION
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1,134 
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WHY ETHICAL FASHION MATTERS 



WORKER RIGHT VIOLATIONS

• WOMEN WORKERS IN 
BANGLADESH ONLY MAKE $0.22 AN 
HOUR

• IN BANGLADESH AND CAMBODIA 
OVER 2/3 OF THE WORKFORCE ARE 
WOMEN 

• GENDER WAGE GAP – MEN CAN 
MAKE 2,500 MORE RIELS THAN 
WOMEN

 (SOURCE: BERIK & RODGERS, 2008). 
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WORKER RIGHT VIOLATIONS 

• “LONG WORKING HOURS, FORCED 
AND EXCESSIVE OVERTIME, ILLEGAL 
PAY DEDUCTIONS, LACK OF SAFE 
AND SANITARY WORKING 
CONDITIONS, AND DENIAL OF THE 
FREEDOM TO ASSOCIATE AND 
BARGAIN COLLECTIVELY” (BERIK & 
RODGERS, 2008). 
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SHIMA AKHTER

• GARMENT WORKER IN DHAKA, 
BANGLADESH

• WANTED TO FORM A UNION AT 
HER FACTORY

 
• MANAGERS BEAT HER AND OTHER 

WOMEN WORKERS DUE TO THEIR 
LIST OF DEMANDS

(Source: The True Cost, 
2015) 
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OTHER ISSUES 



IMPACT ON OUR 
ENVIRONMENT 

• THE FASHION INDUSTRY IS 
THE SECOND LARGEST 
POLLUTER, AFTER THE OIL 
INDUSTRY. 

• WATER CONSUMPTION, 
WATER POLLUTION, THE USE 
OF TOXIC CHEMICALS, AND 
INCREASING LEVELS OF 
TEXTILE WASTE 

(Gibbens, 2018) 



IMPACT ON OUR HEALTH

• USE OF PESTICIDES HAS CAUSED 
CANCER IN FARMERS AND MENTAL 
DISABILITIES AND DEFORMITIES IN 
CHILDREN (PERRY, 2018).

• CHEMICALS FROM DYES OR 
PESTICIDES CAN RUN OFF INTO 
WATER SOURCES 

• MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES DUE TO 
FASHION (BAIN, 2015) 



THE SURVEY 

















THE TRUE COST 

YOUTUBE, 2015







RESPONSE TO EVENT 



SOCIAL ACTION PROJECT IMPACT

• AN EYE OPENING EXPERIENCE FOR PEOPLE 

• THE HUMAN RIGHTS IMPACT 

• THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH IMPACT 

• SHOWED PEOPLE WHAT THEY CAN BE DOING TO HELP



LESSONS LEARNED

• HOW TO PLAN AN EVENT 

• BUDGETING
 

• NETWORKING 

• HOW TO BECOME AN ACTIVIST

• CONFIDENCE 



WHAT CAN WE DO?

• RESALE CLOTHING STORES
• The fashion resale market is currently 

worth $18 billion and is expected to 
grow to $33 billion by 2021 (Friedman, 
2017). 

• PURCHASE FROM ETHICAL 
CLOTHING BRANDS (EVERLANE, 
PACT, PATAGONIA)

• CLOTHING SWAPS 

• CURB YOUR SPENDING 

• RECYCLE 

IMAGE: SHEFF, 2016
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