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The Leadership Scholars Certificate Program is a two-year selective, interdisciplinary 
certificate program that prepares Rutgers undergraduate women to be informed, 
innovative, and socially responsible leaders.

Leadership Scholars design and implement social action projects to expand their 
understanding of issues and problems and to develop leadership skills.
This project gives Scholars the opportunity to apply the theoretical knowledge they 
have gained about leadership, advocacy, and social change with the practical and 
experiential knowledge they have developed about a particular policy issue or 
problem through the field site placement. It also further develops leadership skills by 
giving undergraduates the opportunity to practice leadership through action.  

To find out more please visit the Institute for Women’s Leadership’s website at 
http://iwl.rutgers.edu.

http://iwl.rutgers.edu/
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My research on this theme pertains to the Comstock Laws, enforcers 
from the New York Society for the Suppression of Vice, and law 
enforcement acting under the umbrella of morality and these 
connections to both the world of prostitution, pornography 
publishers, sexual minority groups, as well as the birth control 
movement of the late nineteenth century into the early twentieth 
century in New York City.  Comstock was part founder of the New 
York Society for the Suppression of Vice (NYSSV), this society was 
created to enforce the “suppression of trade in and circulation of 
obscene literature, and illustrations, advertisements, and articles of 
indecent and immoral use, as it is or may be forbidden by the laws of 
the State of New York or of the United States.” (NYSSV Annual 
Report, 1873)  This specific field of history is a topic of political 
urgency today.  Gender and sexual deviancy in the United States 
today continues to be surveyed and policed under the laws and 
orders of the Federal Government. The rights and freedoms of 
gender and sexual freedoms today are in a fragile state. 



Intellectual Foundations

Public History Queering History 

Connection to the Present 
`
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Questions of Race & Class

When it comes to defining public history, practicing public 

historians might be tempted to recall the United States 

Supreme Court justice who offered this provocative 

short-hand definition of obscenity and pornography back in 

1964: “I know it when I see it.”  For veterans and new 

professionals in the field, this might be good enough.  But for 

those unfamiliar with the term, a little more elaboration is in 

order. - National Council on Public History 

https://ncph.org/what-is-public-history/about-the-field/ 

https://ncph.org/what-is-public-history/about-the-field/


Podcast Episodes

A New Era of Obscenity
⬗ The New York Society for 

the Suppression of Vice & 
Anthony Comstock

Family Matters
⬗ Planning, pamphlets, and 

policing of information 
through the postal service

Smut Suppressed
⬗ The pornography industry 

and the question of art in 
the 19th century

`
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Androgyny, Fairies, and 
Queers, Oh My!

⬗ The fluid public and 
private world of sexuality 
and performance 

Vice & Disease
⬗ Rhetoric surrounding 

public health, vice, and 
morality in the public 
sphere



Feminist 
Leadership:

● Subject matter
● Mentors
● My own work
● Sharing ideas 

http://visualizingnyc.org/conclusion/



“
This law often placed 

“pornographers, social 
reformers, advoating free 

love, birth control, and sex 
education” under one 

legal umbrella. (Dennis)
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https://livingnewdeal.org/projects/ja
mes-farley-post-office-extension-new-
york-ny/



Lessons 
Learned:

● Moving away from 
the focus on women

● There’s still so much 
work to do!

http://visualizingnyc.org/conclusion/
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https://www.womenshistory.org/social-studies-standards
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https://www.womenshistory.org/social-studies-standards



Expansion of the project:

Impact:
⬗ Making Connections to the present

⬗ Continual research 

Future:
⬗ Continuing political urgency

⬗ Expanding the Archive

⬗ Ability to research and add
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