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The Leadership Scholars Certificate Program is a two-year selective, interdisciplinary certificate 
program that prepares Rutgers undergraduate women to be informed, innovative, and socially 
responsible leaders.

Leadership Scholars design and implement social action projects to expand their understanding 
of  issues and problems and to develop leadership skills.

This project gives Scholars the opportunity to apply the theoretical knowledge they have gained
about leadership, advocacy, and social change with the practical and experiential knowledge they
have developed about a particular policy issue or problem through the field site placement. It
also further develops leadership skills by giving undergraduates the opportunity to practice
leadership through action.

To find out more please visit the Institute for Women’s Leadership’s website at
http://iwl.rutgers.edu.

http://iwl.rutgers.edu/


Ø Mayoral Executive Order 16, Koch Administration, 1978
Ø New York City Charter, Chapter 34
Ø Whistleblower Act, 2007

Source: India Today



Do you know what the NYC Department of Investigation does?

No Yes

A Survey

Sample Size: 34 Students



The Need to Educate

Create a documentary that educates its viewers about the concept of
corruption through an intersectional lens, with a case study of the NYC
Department of Investigation. Inform the viewer on the need to see
corruption through an intersectional lens, in terms of its effects on
various categories of the population. Focus on the NYC Department of
Investigation as a tool to fight it and explore its efficacy. Finally, move
back to reflect on the position of the United States in terms of
corruption, in comparison to the Middle East.



The Film: a Preview



Research Methods: #1, The Interviews
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Research Methods: #2, The Articles
Back to the roots

Ø El-Saady, Hassan. "Considerations on Bribery in Ancient Egypt." Studien zur Altägyptischen Kultur (1998): 295-304. 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/25152765?seq=6#metadata_info_tab_contents.

Ø Hill, Lisa. "Conceptions of Political Corruption in Ancient Athens and Rome." n.d. University of Adelaide.
https://www.auspsa.org.au/sites/default/files/conceptions_of_political_corruption_lisa_hill.pdf. 14 October 2018.

Source: 
https://dumielauxepices.net/
wallpaper-2871042Source: Pinterest

https://www.jstor.org/stable/25152765?seq=6
https://www.auspsa.org.au/sites/default/files/conceptions_of_political_corruption_lisa_hill.pdf


Research Methods: #2, The Articles

Gaining perspective: gender, immigration, and corruption

Ø Debski, Julia. Jetter, Michael. "Gender and Corruption: A Reassessment." October 
2015. IZA. http://ftp.iza.org/dp9447.pdf. 14 October 2018.

Ø Fuentes, Angelica. "The Link Between Corruption and Gender Inequality: A Heavy 
Burden for Development and Democracy." 2 July 2018. Wilson Center.
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-link-between-corruption-and-
gender-inequality-heavy-burden-for-development-and. 15 October 2018.

Ø SIDA. "[ BRIEF ] Gender and Corruption." March 2015. sida.se.
https://www.sida.se/contentassets/165672c0e28845f79c8a803382e32270/gender-
and-corruption.pdf. 12 October 2018.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-link-between-corruption-and-gender-inequality-heavy-burden-for-development-and.%2015%20October%202018
https://www.sida.se/contentassets/165672c0e28845f79c8a803382e32270/gender-and-corruption.pdf


Research Methods: #2, The Articles

Gaining perspective: a comparison between the US and the Middle East

Ø Goshroy, Subrata. “Chomsky Discusses Economy, Military Hegemony.” 28 October 
2008. https://thetech.com/2008/10/28/chomsky-v128-n51. 20 November 2018.

Ø Fatafta, Marwa. “Rampant Corruption in Arab States.” 21 February 2018. 
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/rampant_corruption_in_arab_states. 
20 November 2018

Source: Wikimedia Commons

https://thetech.com/2008/10/28/chomsky-v128-n51
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/rampant_corruption_in_arab_states


Research Methods: #2, The Articles
The NYC Department of Investigation

Ø Winslow, Richard S and David W Burke. Rogues, rascals, & heroes : a history of the New York City Department of 
Investigation, 1873 to 1993. New York, NY: Dept. of Investigation, Corruption Prevention and Management 
Review Bureau, 1993.

Ø City of New York. "New York City Charter (Chapter 34) Department of Investigation." n.d. DOI.
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doi/downloads/pdf/Report/New%20York%20City%20Charter.DOI.pdf. 18 
September 2018.

Ø Council Members. "LOCAL LAWS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK." 2012. nyc.gov/doi.
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doi/downloads/pdf/Report/Local%20Law%2033.pdf. 18 September 2018.

Ø Department of Investigation. "DOI History." n.d. nyc.gov/doi https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doi/about/timeline.page. 
18 September 2018.

Ø Koch, Edward I. "Executive Order No. 16." 26 July 1978. Department of Investigation.
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doi/report/reporting-obligation.page#s14. 18 September 2018.

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doi/downloads/pdf/Report/New%20York%20City%20Charter.DOI.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doi/downloads/pdf/Report/Local%20Law%2033.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doi/about/timeline.page.%2018%20September%202018
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doi/report/reporting-obligation.page


Feminist Leadership Through Documentary Filmmaking

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Ø Filmmaking: a powerful tool

Ø Interpersonal Skills

Ø Collaborative Leadership

Ø Confidence

Ø Risk-taking



Lessons Learned & Insights Gained

Source: Wikimedia Commons

General
Ø The importance of time-management
Ø The power of persistence
Ø The workings of government
Ø Awareness of my status in a government workplace

Film-specific
Ø Filmmaking
Ø Awareness of copyright issues
Ø Working with new software, new equipment
Ø The importance of allotting time to finding relevant video content
Ø Making a documentary suited for the 2010s



Impact: current and projected

Current status:

Ø Impact on me: I feel more informed, more confident about my knowledge on the 
topic

Ø Impact on my interviewees: solid connections with my interviewees, who are 
eager to see the final project

Projected impact:
Ø The first documentary of its kind
Ø Shows the intersectionality of the topic of corruption
Ø Relevant to the current state of affairs
Ø Views

Source: Wikimedia Commons



It doesn’t stop here…

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Ø Corruption Awareness Lectures

Ø Flyers

Ø Tabling
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