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The Leadership Scholars Certificate Program is a two-year selective, interdisciplinary 

certificate program that prepares Rutgers undergraduate women to be informed, 

innovative, and socially responsible leaders.

Leadership Scholars design and implement social action projects to expand their 

understanding of  issues and problems and to develop leadership skills.

This project gives Scholars the opportunity to apply the theoretical knowledge they

have gained about leadership, advocacy, and social change with the practical and

experiential knowledge they have developed about a particular policy issue or

problem through the field site placement. It also further develops leadership skills by

giving undergraduates the opportunity to practice leadership through action.

To find out more please visit the Institute for Women’s Leadership’s website at

http://iwl.rutgers.edu.

http://iwl.rutgers.edu/


“The America I love still exists at the front desks of  our 
public libraries.” – Kurt Vonnegut, A Man Without A Country

Architectural Fragment by Dutch sculptor, Petrus Spronk. 1992. Located in Melbourne, Australia
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About the Online 

Lending Library



The Problem

The number of  books in a child’s home is important to 
their progress in school and success later in life. During 
the pandemic, as schools and libraries close their doors, 

less and less reading material is made available to children.



Mission Statement

The Online Lending Library (OLL) is an 
organization that allows students to choose and keep 

the novels that interest them. Serving elementary, 
middle, and high school student, OLL provides 

books to interested students in the Central Jersey 
area. 



Intellectual 

Foundation 



Understanding Books Drives 

• Understanding the role of  a book drive

• Service-learning in literacy education

• The mindset to approach service 

• Helping is different from serving a community 



The Poverty Gap in Education

• Poor children don't struggle in school 
because of  their families -- they 
struggle because of  poverty.

• “Cultural Deprivation”

• Long-standing stereotypes that blamed 
poor families for their misfortunes.

• More than 40 percent of  children live 
in low-income families



Fig 1. Demographic breakdown of  Adult Readers (Pinsker)



Connection to 

Feminist 

Leadership 



Women and Education

In early education, for a girl to be rated as 

equally capable as her male classmate, she 

not only has to achieve equal academic 

success, she has to be seen as working 

harder than him (Cimpian).



The Shift to Online Learning could Worsen 
Educational Inequality

• “Digital Divide”

• Trauma of  the Pandemic

• What online learning means 
for students



Insights Gained



Timeline
Met frequently with my 

mentor to adjust the 

parameters of  my project  

Identified two organizations to 

reach out to: Youth 

Empowerment Services and I-

RISE 

Developed a Facebook 

Page to display the 

books collected 

Created a poster and project 

summary to reach out to 

organizations & reached out

September October November





Additional Materials Created



Operating during a Pandemic 

• Importance of  checking social media updates 

• Signing up for a newsletter to better understand the needs of  the 
organization



Future 

Impact



Moving forward! 

•Expanding the number of  available 
books for children 
• Focusing on getting more books in 

Spanish

• Pursuing other routes outside of  
community organizations 
• Public Libraries (reaching out to 2 

systems)
• Orphanages (1 organization)
• Homeless Shelters (1 organization)



Bibliography



Bibliography

“Closing the Education Gap for Girls of  Color.” NWLC, 30 Nov. 1,

nwlc.org/blog/closing-education-gap-girls-color/.

Cimpian, Joseph. “How Our Education System Undermines Gender Equity.” Brookings,

Brookings, 23 Apr. 2018, www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2018/04/23/

how-our- education-system-undermines-gender-equity/.

Eckart, Kim. “How Reading and Writing with Your Child Boost More than Just Literacy.”

UW News, 28 Aug. 2017,

www.washington.edu/news/2017/08/28/how-reading-and-writingwith-your-child-boost-more-than-just-literacy/.

Farr, J. Steven, and Mark Trachtenberg. “The Edgewood Drama: An Epic Quest for

Education Equity.” Yale Law & Policy Review, vol. 17, no. 2, 1999, pp. 607–727.

JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/40232657. Accessed 16 Sept. 2020.



Bibliography cont.
Flood, Alison. “Growing up in a House Full of  Books Is Major Boost to Literacy and

Numeracy, Study Finds.” The Guardian, Guardian News and Media, 10 Oct. 2018,

www.theguardian.com/books/2018/oct/10/growing-up-in-a-house-full-of-books-is-majorboost-to-literacy-and-numeracy-study-finds. 

Kirp, David L. “How to Break the Poverty Cycle.” The New York Times, The New York

Times, 27 Nov. 2019,

www.nytimes.com/2019/11/27/opinion/how-to-break-the-poverty-cycle. html.

Neilsen, Natalie. “Education, Equity, and the Big Picture.” Issues in Science and

Technology, vol. 29, no. 3, 2013, pp. 76–82. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/43315744. 20

Accessed 16 Sept. 2020.

Pinsker, Joe. “Why Some People Become Lifelong Readers.” The Atlantic, Atlantic Media

Company, 19 Sept. 2019, www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2019/09/love-readingbooks- leisure-pleasure/598315/.



Bibliography cont.
Potts, Monica. “Stress, Poverty, and the Childhood Reading Gap.” The American Prospect,

12 Feb. 2014, prospect.org/power/stress-poverty-childhood-reading-gap/.

Raz, Mical. “Perspective | What We Get Wrong about the Poverty Gap in Education.” The

Washington Post, WP Company, 2 July 2018,www.washingtonpost.com/news /made-byhistory /wp/2018/07/02/what-we-get-wrong-
about-the-poverty-gap-in-education/.

Reardon, Kenneth, and John Forester. “THE FUTURE OF EQUITY PLANNING

EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STATES.” Advancing Equity Planning Now, edited by

Norman Krumholz and Kathryn Wertheim Hexter, Cornell University Press, ITHACA;

LONDON, 2018, pp. 227–242. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/10.7591/j.ctv43vr3d.15.

Accessed 16 Sept. 2020.

Walker, Anne B. “GIVING LITERACY, LEARNING LITERACY: Service-Learning and

School Book Drives.” The Reading Teacher, vol. 69, no. 3, 2015, pp. 299–306.,

www.jstor.org/stable/24574756. Accessed 16 Sept. 2020.


