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The Leadership Scholars Certificate Program is a two-year selective, interdisciplinary 
certificate program that prepares Rutgers undergraduate women to be informed, 
innovative, and socially responsible leaders.
 Leadership Scholars design and implement social action projects to expand their 
understanding of issues and problems and to develop leadership skills.
This project gives Scholars the opportunity to apply the theoretical knowledge they 
have gained about leadership, advocacy, and social change with the practical and 
experiential knowledge they have developed about a particular policy issue or problem 
through the field site placement. It also further develops leadership skills by giving 
undergraduates the opportunity to practice leadership through action. 
To find out more please visit the Institute for Women’s Leadership’s website at 
http://iwl.rutgers.edu.

http://iwl.rutgers.edu/
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● The COVID-19 pandemic has led to a rise in anti-Asian hate 
○ The CDC and WHO advised against associating a virus with a group of people.
○ A study examined 700,000 tweets with more than 1.2 million anti-Asian hashtags, 

showing a link between Anti-Asian Hate online and Trump's use of 
#ChineseVirus(American Journal of Public Health 2020).

●  10,370 hate incidents against Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) persons were 
reported to Stop AAPI Hate (SAH 2021).
● 1 in 5 Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have experienced a form of hate(SAH 

2021).
● Women are 2.3 times more likely to report hate incidents.

This isn't new. There is a long history of Anti-Asian Racism in the U.S. 



Source: Stop AAPI Hate, National Report (Through September 2021). https://stopaapihate.org/. Accessed 8 Dec, 2021



Source: Stop AAPI Hate, National Report (Through September 2021). https://stopaapihate.org/. Accessed 8 Dec, 2021



GOAL 
STATEMENT

Diaspora: Anti-Asian Hate Zine aims to bring awareness 
to the recent rise of hate crimes and racism towards 
Asian communities during the pandemic by discussing 
topics surrounding it. The zine will consist of articles on 
Yellow Peril, Model Minority Myth, Bamboo ceiling, etc. 
The zine will also look at issues such as the fetishization 
of Asian women’s bodies, colorism in the beauty 
industry, and the combination of the bamboo ceiling 
and glass ceiling through a feminist lens.

I hope that my project is educational and entertaining 
and can be used to introduce these topics.
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INSPIRATION
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TIMELINE

Research

● Compile potential topics 
and consider 
intersectionality

● Source images and 
creative materials.

Outreach and 
Engagement

● Create a survey to discuss 
the Asian American 
experience and their 
experiences during COVID

● Search for potential 
outreach opportunities 
and collaborators

Creation

● Write the articles
● Design the magazine
● Piecing together materials
● Find online publisher and 

printing
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● Refers to a scattered population 
whose origin lies in a separate 
geographic location. 

● 교포: Korean Diaspora, Korean 
American.

그림

DIASPORA:



Asian American History: 
Yellow Peril

COVID-19 and the rise of 
Anti-Asian Hate Crimes

Model Minority Myth
Bamboo Ceiling

Colorism in the beauty 
industry

Fetishization of Asian 
Bodies

ZINE CONTENT
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WHAT DOES 
BEING 
ASIAN MEAN 
TO YOU?
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ZINE CONTENT
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LESSONS LEARNED

● Expect the unexpected, then adapt
● Plan with the timeline in mind

○ Manage your expectation and 
limitations

● Activism can be draining
● Education is power
● Art is a wonderful tool
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NEXT STEPS
● Finish designs and touch up drafts
● Print and Publish
● Distribute online and in person
● Maybe make one more specialized
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FUTURE 
SCHOLARS

● Continuing this project in the form of 
future issues.
○ So many topics I wasn’t able to 

cover.
○ Education and awareness is ongoing

● Zine format as a project 
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