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THE LEADERSHIP SCHOLARS CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IS A TWO- YEAR
SELECTIVE,  INTERDISCIPLINARY CERTIFICATE PROGRAM THAT 
PREPARES  RUTGERS UNDERGRADUATE WOMEN TO BE INFORMED, 
INNOVATIVE, AND SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE  LEADERS.

LEADERSHIP SCHOLARS DESIGN AND IMPLEMENT SOCIAL ACTION
PROJECTS  TO EXPAND THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF ISSUES  AND
PROBLEMS AND TO DEVELOP LEADERSHIP SKILLS .

THIS PROJECT  GIVES SCHOLARS THE OPPORTUNITY TO APPLY THE
THEORETICAL KNOWLEDGE THEY HAVE GAINED ABOUT LEADERSHIP,
ADVOCACY, AND SOCIAL CHANGE WITH THE PRACTICAL AND
EXPERIENTIAL KNOWLEDGE THEY HAVE DEVELOPED ABOUT A
PARTICULAR POLICY ISSUE OR PROBLEM THROUGH THE FIELD SITE
PLACEMENT. IT ALSO FURTHER DEVELOPS LEADERSHIP SKILLS  BY 
GIVING UNDERGRADUATES THE OPPORTUNITY TO PRACTICE 
LEADERSHIP THROUGH ACTION.

INSTITUTE FOR WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP  
MISSION STATEMENT

MISSY ELLIOT PERFORMING AT THE BET HIP HOP 

AWARDS 
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BLACK WOMEN & 
FEMINISM

Historically the needs of Black Women have been 

ignored by mainstream Western Feminist movements

Therefore, Black Women have established feminist 

movements that center their needs 

Black Feminist lenses such as hip hop  feminism, hood 

feminism and trap feminism are often deemed 

illegitimate when deployed by Black women

MONIE LOVE AND QUEEN LATIFAH PERFORM 
LADIES FIRST IN NEWARK, NEW JERSEY IN 1990.
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WHY WOMEN IN 
HIP HOP?
Women in Hip hop navigate a complex environment 

existing in a culture that is rooted in Black 

American identity, but that is also deeply 

misogynistic and at times dangerous for women. 

Therefore  the feminism and feminist actions they 

take are complex and often not deemed 

“respectable” enough to be considered feminist. 

This messy and non academic  feminism, is a feminism 

many Black women and girls can relate to but 

often do not label as feminist. 

LATTO PERFORMING AT COACHELLA 2023
PHOTO: EMMA MCINTYRE/GETTY IMAGES FOR 

COACHELLA



HIP HOP 
FEMINISM
Coined by Joan Morgan in her book, “When 

Chickenheads Come Home to Roost: A Hip Hop 

Feminist Breaks it Down,” the term refers to 

a feminism that reflects the complexities of 

the lives of Black women who enjoy and 

critique hip - hop culture

RAPPER BABY TATE 
PHOTO BY BONNIE NICHOALDS 



WHAT IS THIS 
PROJECT?

Illegitimate Feminism: A Hip Hop Feminist Zine is a 

digital zine that explores Black feminist themes 

within Black Women’s rap. The zine highlights themes 

of Self - Definition, Empowerment & Sex Positivity 

within their work. 

The mission of this project is to educate audiences 

about Black feminist lenses and how they operate in 

black women’s rap to show black women and girls 

examples of feminism that manifests in their 

interactions with media and personal lives. 

zine link: https://heyzine.com/flip -

book/b768b119aa.html
MEGAN THEE STALLION PERFORMING IN 

PHOENIX, ARIZONA, DURING HOT GIRL SUMMER 
TOUR 
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TIMELINE
Creation of 

reading list for 

thesis

MAY -  JUNE

research 

continuation and 

logo development

SEPTEMBERAUGUST

zine Launch!

Email outreach

NOVEMBER
more Artist 

Spotlights, create 

substack & thesis 

continuation

DECEMBER

Begin creation 

of zine and 

artist 

spotlights

OCTOBER

Research zine 

creation & 

Thesis research



INSTAGRAM 
CONTENT



HOW IS THIS FEMINIST 
LEADERSHIP?
Black women in rap utilize the tools 

available to them to challenge gendered 

and racial stereotypes, empower other 

women, and create music that fosters sex -

positive spaces, thereby enacting feminist 

leadership.

Their work challenges notions of Western 

feminism by challenging respectability 

politics and rejecting the white gaze as an 

act of resistance.



LESSONS LEARNED

TIME MANAGEMENT DIGITAL 
DESIGN

DETERMINATION



THE FUTURE
For the future of this project, I would like to 

continue posting artist spotlights on the zine's 

Instagram, create a Substack, and produce a 

second zine in the spring

RAPPER DOJA CAT PERFORMING AT COACHELLA 2024 
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SAWEETIE PERFORMING AT ROLLING LOUD 2023 
PHOTO: YANNICK PETERHANS



THANK 
YOU
illegitimate_feminism_zine

FLO MILLI FROM THE BLOCK 
PERFORMANCE 
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