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the leadership scholars certificate program is a two-year selective, interdisciplinary certificate program 

that prepares rutgers undergraduate women to be informed, innovative, and socially responsible leaders.

leadership scholars design and implement social action projects to expand their understanding of 

issues and problems and to develop leadership skills.

this project gives leadership scholars the opportunity to apply the theoretical knowledge they have 

gained about leadership, advocacy, and social change with the practical and experiential knowledge they 

have developed about a particular policy issue or problem through the field site placement. it also 

further develops leadership skills by giving undergraduates the opportunity to practice leadership 

through action.

to find out more please visit the institute for women’s leadership’s website at https://iwl.rutgers.edu.

iwl statement

https://iwl.rutgers.edu


“Black people, muslims, members of the 

LGbTQ+ community, latinx or hispanic 

people, asian people, and women” face the 

most discrimination across the united 

states of america (scharrer et al. 724)

lack of minority representation in the 

media

stereotypical portrayals when minority 

groups are present

literary censorship disproportionately 

affects children’s books written by 

minority authors (teel 3)

the problem

(dahlen et al.)

(dahlen and huyck)



my social action project will address the gap in media representation of marginalized individuals such as 

those who identify with the aapi, lgbtq+ and bipoc communities. i will conduct interviews with three woman-

owned, new jersey-based bookstores on the importance of inclusive literature and compile this footage into 

a short film. the short film will be screened at the monroe township public library on november 15, 2025, 

and shared publicly on youtube. through this project, i will empower the bookstore owners, amplify their 

respective missions and inspire young leaders watching the film.

education empowermen

t

inspiration

goals



Conten

t

Format Timing

intellectual & conceptual foundations

“the concept of symbolic 

annihilation describes when a 

social group is almost 

entirely absent from popular 

media forms”

The pathway to change was 

paved over three years of 

ongoing pressure, sparked by 

an emotional story told in an 

intimate, authentic way unique 

to documentary storytelling.”

“periods of heightened 

censorship challenges occur 

when there is political 

turmoil or change in the 

united states” 

(scharrer et al. 725) (chattoo 3) (pickering 33)



February-May

June-July

August

Septembe

r

October

November

interest meetings with owners

confirm advisors

draft & review interview questions

book event venue

confirm & conduct interviews

release “save the date”

connect with editor 

create contacts list for email blast

book event photographer

email authors for book donations

edit short film

host screening event

project timeline

(alaskan public media) (kanopy) (magnolia pictures) (hbo max) (palmer)





planning

total: $486.97

Balance: $13.03

equipment
travel

services

decorations

gifts

concessions

favors

$87.41
$84.53

$114.99

$53.75

$52.48

$69.81

$24.00



@storytelling.matters

promotion

50+ teachers

(monroe township public 

library teen services)

(@central_desi) (@monroetwplibrary)



the screening

q&a panel with the cast

“giving feminist leaders their flowers” ceremony



impact & evaluation
118 97 60+

authors contacted for book 

donations across 22 days

donated copies of inclusive 

children’s books collected

people attended across monroe 

township & rutgers university

(@betweenthecoversco) (@byyqkids) (@dailytargum) (davey, 0:00-2:58)

(hladek, 0:00-1:27)



Impact & evaluation continued



feminist leadership & lessons learned

women in front of & behind the camera

“young women want to be change-makers. and 

that they are advancing definitions of 

leadership based on community, collaboration, 

social justice and gender equality” (geena 

davis institute 5)

give people the benefit of the doubt within 

reason.

send the email! the kindness of strangers will 

always surprise you.

it is important to have encouraging people in 

your corner, especially at times when you 

are feeling burnt out or uncertain.

stay in touch with people. you never know 

who will be able to help you down the road.
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